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BEIPOKT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR  THE  YEAR, 
1897. 

“ The  Report  I have  now  to  present  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  of  Favershatn  for  the 
year,  1897,  is  a good  one,  especially  in  regard  to 
the  zymotic  or  preventible  diseases. 

“ The  total  death-rate  works  out  at  12  8 per 
1,000  of  estimated  population,  which  may  be 
considered  satisfactory  although  higher  than 
the  previous  year,  which  was  altogether  excep- 
tional ; the  total  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  being  147 ; the  infantile  death  rate  is  also 
higher  than  last  year,  chiefly  caused  by  a larger 
number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  occurring 
daring  the  beat  of  the  summer.  In  estimating 
the  actual  death  rate,  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  deaths  of  persons  in  the  Union  Work- 
house and  Infirmary  have  not  been  taken  into 
account  as  they  lie  outside  the  Borough,  but 
they  must  of  necessity  contain  persons  removed 
from  it  whose  deaths  should  come  into  our 
records. 

“ Taking  the  various  causes  of  death  into 
consideration,  there  is  no  one  cause,  beyond 
what  I have  already  mentioned,  that  shews  any 
marked  increase;  phthisis  shews  a decrease 
from  17  to  11. 

“ As  regards  infectious  diseases,  the  death 
rate  is  very  encouraging;  only  5 deaths  have 
occurred  in  the  year,  not  one  from  either  scarlet 
fever  or  diphtheria,  which  1 should  think  has 
never  previously  been  the  case  ; in  1896  there 
were  10  deaths,  including  4 from  diphtheria, 

" The  total  number  of  cases  notified  daring 
the  year  shews  a gratifying  decrease,  being  only 
77  as  against  111  in  1896;  of  these  34  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment 
as  against  32 ; the  removal  of  such  a large  pro- 
portion of  infectious  cases  from  our  midst  can 
only  have  a most  salutary  effect,  and  is  yearly 
diminishing  the  number  of  notifications  as  may 
been  seen  from  the  following  table : 


1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Notifications 

192 

282 

125 

111 

77 

To  Hospital 

27 

56 

34 

32 

34 

Deaths  (in  Borough) 

16 

10 

10 

7 

4 

“ No  amount  of  argument  (if  it  were  needed) 
could  shew  better  than  these  figures  the  benefits 
derived  from  the  Hospital,  both  to  the  Borough 
at  large  and  to  the  patients  themselves,  especially 
when  it  is  considered  that  daring  the  whole 
time  it  has  been  opened  there  has  only  been  one 
death,  which  has  recently  occurred  from  typhoid 
fever ; 34  patients  were  Emitted  there  last  year. 

“The  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  shew  a 
decrease  from  42  to  25 ; there  were  15  cases  of 
typhoid  as  against  17  in  previous  year.  Con- 
sidering the  great  prevalence  of  typhoid  last 
autumn,  it  is  satisfactory  to  find  we  have  no 
increase  in  our  cases ; three  at  least  of  whom 
were  imported  from  Maidstone,  but  being 
promptly  removed,  ceased  to  be  a source  of 
danger. 

“ While  the  Hospital  results  are  so  good,  there 
are  still  one  or  two  points  upon  which  I must 
comment,  as  requiring  improvement ; the  first 
being  the  ambulance  and  method  of  removal  of 
patients,  which  is  unsatisfactory  at  present:  it  is 
necessary  that  the  Authority  give  the  matter  full 
consideration  with  a view  to  making  better 
arrangements.  The  second  point  is  the  means 
of  communication  between  the  Hospital  and  the 
Medical  Officer,  as  there  is  no  resident  Medical 
man,  and  it  takes  at  present  some  considerable 
time  for  the  Medical  Officer  to  be  summoned  and 
arrive  there : the  grave  emergencies  which  may  at 
times  arise  in  critical  cases  cannot  be  met  with 
the  promptitude  they  need : we  ought  not  to 
allow  any  obstacle  to  stand  in  the  way  of  every 
patient  reaping  the  fullest  advantages  from 
removal  to  Hospital,  or  to  hamper  the  Medical 
Officer  in  the  efficient  performance  of  bis  work. 


“ The  water  supply  of  the  town  maintains  its  , 
good  character : it  has  been  analysed  during  the 
year  with  satisfactory  results : the  source  is  not 
liable  to  pollution,  being  at  some  distance  from, 
the  town,  and  coming  from  deep  wells  under 
the  chalk.  One  or  two  samples  of  water  from 
private  wells  have  been  analysed,  but  no  cause 
was  shown  for  action. 

“ The  public  cemetery  is  now  completed,  and 
will  prove  of  great  advantage  to  the  town. 

“ The  scavenging  has  been  satisfactorily  carried 
out  by  the  Authority  themselves:  the  substitu- 
tion of  wood  paving  for  stone  pitchers  in  some  of 
the  principal  streets  has  been  a great  improve- 
ment, but  it  must  be  remembered  that  wood 
being  the  more  absorbent  material  requires  very 
regular  and  efficient  removal  of  all  refuse,  or  it 
may  become  a nuisance  in  itself. 

“ The  various  slaughterhouses,  dairies,  work- 
shops, and  bakehouses  have  been  regularly 
inspected,  and  are  in  good  order.” 


CHARLES  J.  EVERS,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

January,  1898. 


*J<fifTf . ..-  ‘4^  O^fi.' 


. ■ ./‘’--/.f  *>»^V'.<*  Li..L.,-....v^.  .^t_ 

-^  • I*?,  -ita xW-.X'd^5i  . » . r » • i :•■,  • 

“iM"''  . ‘ •T«>r  ■:«»f  ^ 

W^~r3^y~rr  — 


......  - ..  ■ . f j 

•)  “ • :1'»**  •■  'i' :s'  - . K i»i>T'‘» 

.»riw*  u>rt*<'  .■_■■■,  .'>  fj'jk  ' ' 

>-Tir*-rr->Tr.-**?rt  ^ 

I V 


V'  ' 'VJti"*  ^ * ^ ' ' 

^-.,; 


r-' 

^ 1. 


i;  v'-’;™ 


msi 


' \!-  f-V^V  :' 

I i • sr'Vr  M ^ -vj'  } »<*■?’■  , ^ 


‘r77n)>-T-*«i' v'tur-T; '■ 

■ ' " ' ' '*^1!'^'^  ‘ ■•-•nr 


. >ii^v 


• -I 


. iki 


"5^ 


' (1 


'■  {b  ■■  i»p.».Mi-  ■111  ■ ■ »yii  **  p*-^- - ^Mf  4^> » »^r'^*Tr^^^;r'v 

/>  I.  N.|<  i ''  I ►.  . ^ 

r.  ^ -•< 

. -mi,'  .1  .,1.  .11  ^ ^^.1  $tt*  ' I » ' 


JS. 


1b« 


Am 


I 


<f^^ 


V *•<  Hitf}  >JL 

, ,-.Tjvii  — - .'S.-  , .( pi-i-iiii — ^i.;-4d3 

.'-j^  ^f':‘r  ' . ’’ 


I ' I-'  '«  »iijsj^ 

■ ■■  ■ •■’>  -i  f '»  r,.  I I ■■  I ■ 


